
WAR! 

The war has commenced. We are rejoiced 
to know that the first Wow was struck by the 
enemy, and that on them the responsibil¬ 
ity rests. The attack on Fort Sumter has 
touched the national pride in a tender spot.— 
We do not see how the country can be saved 
from the evils and horrors of a civil war. Bad 
as is this state of things, it is better than the 

demoralization and anarchy which must exist 
without this ‘‘last appeal.’ 1 Now that war ex¬ 
ists, we want to see it pushed on with earnest¬ 
ness and effect. There should be no delays 01 
sham fights, but resolute and determined action, 


actn 


bloody. Let there be no negotiations, no arm¬ 
istice, until such a blow is struck as will lead 
to a peaceful settlement of all our difficulties 
and re-unite the fragments of the Union. Let 
there be no listening to proposals for recogni¬ 
tion of another government on the soil of the 
United States. This must not be. There can 

j d B ~ % I 

be no such settlement. Nature and Providence 
speak against it. The flow of our great rivers 
to the South, bearing on their bosoms the prod¬ 
ucts of the north, proclaims against it. Our 
common historic and traditional associations 
repudiate such a division. We must be re¬ 
united, or rather, we must never acknowledge 
a division. Let those who have instigated the 
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Washington, I). C., April 28; '61. 

Deah Pa bents : 1 have at last got a ehancq 
to write you a few lines. 1 am in good health 
and spirits and have not been homesick since -I 
started. X am having the best time that ever I 
1|1<1 in my life, and would not Of-me back until 
Company came, lor a hundred dollars."- 
We all arrived here safe and sound excepting 
the Captain and Lieut. Kirk Stark, The Cap, 
tain we left ip Annapolis with a lame leg, and 
Stark wa* taken sick in New York just as wq 
mre about leaving, All that 1 legl l.pd about 
is that there IS no chance for ns to ‘have a light 
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afraid to come near us; but if they 
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longer. There was one of the rebels killed here 
the other night. He fired at one of the rifle¬ 
men who was on guard, and missed him, upon 


■•war 


-which the latter brought his rifle up and put a 
hall right through his heart.. But I must end 

■ 'i 

here as they are calling me to go on guard.— 
In writing this I hare had to use a atone step. 

for a writing desk. - 

Youre. David Peibce. 
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>est I J *"' VCiVCU 114/111 soiaiers of this place, who 
•ful are 111 tlle 5th and Sth Massachusetts Regiments: 
the 'Washington, April 2Sth, '61, 

ac- ^ EAR Fiends : After a tiresome journey of 
her ei *& bt days, 1 have at last found an opportunity 
ry- to redot - jr o my promise of writing to you. I nr- 
Jir- rived ln thw city lust night, The incidents 
ay* tbat bavo occurred on my journey would fill a 

sre | dozen letters » bat 1 will give you a brief out- 
•a- line on]3'. We left Salem on Saturday mom- 

;ir in ° and took out quarters at Paneiiil Hall, 
Eostcn, where we stayed until Sunday morning 
* at 5 o’clock, when we took the cars for New 
York, via Worcester, Springfield, Hartford and 

__ ^ ew ^ ll ven. All along the route we saw such 

— j uni imvcjt wruieKsea ociore. it 

seemed more like Fourth of July than Sunday. 
At every station along the railway, immense 

ie crowds of people were gathered—cannon fired 

l " bells rung—handkerchiefs waved and every 

i- demonstration of joy made. We arrived in 

n I New York, proceeded to the Afitor House, took 
11 I supper and then embarked on board the steam- 
slli P De s °to, bound for Annapolis, Ud. After 
s a r ough passage of thiee days wa reached 
n m ' r destination and landed safe and sound_ 

- Since the 6th Regiment was attacked in Balti- 
v m °re, the State authorities have forbidden the 
i passage of troops through if. The consequence 

1 is that all the commerce of Baltimore is divert- 

2 ed to Annapolis, so that not r dollar’s worth of 

1 any kind of stuff reaches Baltimore. The 

- number of steamers at Annapolis, when I ar- 

; , rived - vvas ovev twenty, all loaded with troops 
’ and provisions. 

; The distance) from Annapolis to Washington 
is forty miles. The Railroad tracks were bro¬ 
ken up, engines torn to pieces, and every thing 
that could he done to hinder the passage of 
troops was done. But when they thought to 
stop Yankees, they found they were mistaken. 
Mechanics oi every kind being in the Massa¬ 
chusetts regiments, they went to work, laid 
trades, put engines together, &c. One man in 
our Company assisted in putting together an 
engine ho had helped build in Boston. As there 
fieie not ears for the whole of the regiment, a 
portion of the men, including ourselves, started 
on foot for the Capital. . We had gone about 

half a mile, when irhizz !"went a rifle ball, fol¬ 
lowed by another, and another, and some of 
the men began to look round, I tell you. It 
was in the night, but the moon shone brightly, 
and wc pushed along at & brhk pace. When 
we had gone about twenty miles, we caught 
the train up-side down on an embankment, and 
u e halted. The men went to work, put on tho 
engine, cleared the track, and left about twen¬ 
ty men of each company lo guard the road.— 

Hie way they do this, is, to leave men one day 
for the service, and when the next regiment 
conies, take them along and leave others in * 
their places, and t-o on continually. The Mas¬ 
sachusetts men are all in fine ‘.pi rite. I never 

felt better in all my life. I do not think there 
" kc 115ucb fighting. There are many Union 
men in the South who only wait ior the chance 
to express themselves. The secession move¬ 
ment here is in the bands of a mob. Men of 
property are held under constraint through fea? 
of violence. But I must close by remarking 
one singular fact: that is, all the ladies are in 
favor of Union strongly. My respects to all, 
and hoping to see you before long, I remain ‘ 

Yours, <£c.» U. W. Verht. 

{City Guards.} 
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6th Eegikekt, Washihgton, Apt. 28* 61. 


Now is the first time I have had an opportuni¬ 
ty to write to you. We left Boston at o o clock 
Sunday morning for New York. We were re¬ 
ceived with great applause at every station and 
supplied with every thing we wanted to eat 
and drink. Went on board the ferry boat at 
2 o’clock Monday morning and arrived at An¬ 
napolis at 9 o’clock, on Wednesday morning. 
Wednesday night, slept on the brick side-walk 
all night. We left Annapolis at 9 o'clock and 
arrived at the Junction, about twenty mile3 at 
2 o'clock and marched eighteen miles without 

breakfast and went to sleen on the .'Kuilrnnd— 
The cars came along and brought us to Wash¬ 
ington. Our regiment has the Treasury build¬ 


ing and we may stay here three months. Res¬ 
pects to all. I write with a stick. 

E, H, HtLDBBTH. 
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♦[Mechanic Lt. Infantry.] 
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"Washington, D. C., April 28 , * 61 . |j 
*We went to New York by Railroad and 
found the whole country awake. In every 
town of any size, salutes were fired, bands of 
music were playing, crowds cheering, and in 
fact it appeared like Fourth of July, only more 
so. In New York they were perfectly wild, 
three Regiments having left there that day.— 
"We left New York Monday morning at £ 
o'clock and arrived at Annapolis "Wednesday 
morning about 10 o’clock, and landed at the 
Naval Academy and found it one of the most 
beautiful places I ever saw. About three thou¬ 
sand troops left the next momiHg after we ar¬ 
rived, and we left in the evening at’about 8 
o'clock and then came the tug, for the rails had 
been torn up by the rebels and the 8th Regi¬ 
ment had been re-laying them and running the 
train. We rode about seventeen miles and ex- 

‘ " f ; 

pected to he attacked every moment, but the 
military guarded the track most of the way 
and we got through safe to the Junction. We 
then had twenty-two miles to go and no train 
being present we concluded to march, and did 
so until within ten miles of Washington, when 
we halted for a train to come back which we 
met in the morning. On our march, we had 
but four companies, the others not being able 
to get aboard the train. When the cars went i 
back for them, a rail had been taken up, which 

» i 

threw the train off the track so that they did j 
not arrive till yesterday forenoon. When we 

arrived within twelve miles of Washington, the | 
Cob had positive information that we were to 
be attacked at the next town by 150 riflemen 
behind trees and we loaded our muskets to'be | 
prepared for them, but we did not see them.— 
Yesterday a gentleman told me they were there 
waiting for us, hut they were on the main road, 
and missed an encounter by reason of onr ta- j 
king the Railroad track because wc did not 
know the way by the main road. Our Regi¬ 
ment is quartered at the Treasury to guard 

■ Unde Sam’s money bags. We arc having a 
good easy time and go where we have a mind ! 
to, tut to-morrow we take the oath and then I 
suppose they will be more strict with us. It is 
a beautiful place here and we have good quar¬ 
ters and easy duty though if the rebels attack 
the city we shall have to fight.. The citizens 
have no fear of this now hut they have been a 
good deal frightened, as a part of Davis’ army 
has been as neur as Alexandria on their way, ! 
hut the northern troops began, to arrive so fast 
that the southerners turned back. 13 y the con¬ 
versation of people on the day of our arrival, 
we could see that they were greatly relieved.— ; 
T took a walk yesterday to the Capitol and the 
Monument and was .well paid for my trouble- 
In regard to the Capitol, it would take two or 
three days to go over it and see all that could 
be seen. The lower part is now used to store 
flour and provisions, which makes it look like 
a wholesale Aout and grain store. I hope you 

-i 

will, excuse my writing this in pencil, but the 
pens and ink are all in.use and I am sitting on 
a pile of blankets with my knee for a writing- 
desk, so you see that I have things in shape.— 
Lieut. Simon da of the Army is now in our 
quarters and says we shall now have no attack, 
but that if Harper’s Ferry had not been des- ! 
troyed the rebels would have been in Washing¬ 
ton in twenty-four hours, but the- burning of 
the arras put a veto on it. I don't know as I 
can write much more at present, for the men 
Interrupt me so much that I cannot collect .my 
thoughts,. James II. UsiEa. 

[8crg*i Mech. Lt. Infantry,j 




Iowa Volunteers.—W e give below some ev¬ 
er at i tracts from a letter by a western volunteer for- 
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Governor's Grets' Heabqttarters, 

Davenport, Iowa, April 30 , * 61 . 

We have had a very fatiguing drill this morn¬ 
ing and are now dismissed one hoar, at which 
time we “fall in’* for dinner. I am pretty tired 
and shall not probably write a very long or in¬ 
teresting letter at this time, although it was my 
intention to have given you a description of 
our new mode of life and living. We have a 
large company of 102 men rank and file, and 
as many of them arc raw resrvits t we are kept 
hard at work drilling them for service. We are 
now under strict army regulations. All our 
company sleep in the third story of a ware¬ 
house in hunks arranged on each side of the 
room, with plenty of straw and a blanket or 
quilt for each man. At 5 o’clock A. M., the 
••reveille 1 * is beaten and all hands (to use a 
nautical phrase) are piped to prayers, as we 
have a clergyman in our ranks who officiates as 
chaplain ; after which we march to our mess- 
room for breakfast, where we find two long ta¬ 
bles well supplied with tin cups, plates, knives 
and forks, beef, bread and butter. The men 
form on either side and such a charge you 
never saw. After breakfast we mm ch to our 
arinorv or parade ground and drill until aoout 
naonj'take an hour lor rest, smoking, &c., and 
then drill until supper-time, when it is again 
“fall in’* and our regular beef, bread and coffee 
are again gone through with. It reminds me 
much cf my first week at sea, so strict are our 
regulations' but I had weighed the matter well 
and I am not at a‘I disappointed. I am bound 
to he satisfied with everything. I have now 
become somewhat used to the life and like it 
first-rate. We expect our tents and camp eq¬ 
uipage this week when we shall go into caiup. 
I am anxious for that time to come. 

Cairo will probably be our destination, and 
depend upon it that if there is any hard fight¬ 
ing to be done, that is the point. I was happy 
to learn that the Old Bay Slate responded so 
promptly. I have no fears but that she will 
give a good account of herself. I thought of 
going east and joining my old company the 
Cadets, but as we were first ordered, I thought 
I would go with them.* Give my regards to all 
my friends in arms and tell them I hope- to join 
them at the end of three months in a triumphal 
inarch through Jeff. Davis' domains under the 
glorious old Flag. 

Or Sunday most of our company attended 
church to hear our chaplain preach. In the 
afternoon quite a number of the Greys visited 
the ruins of an old Bert erected by Gen. Kcctt 
during the Blaekhawk war and situated on an 
island immediately opposite this city. In the 
evening the Greys together with the Davenport 
Artillery attended the Baptist Church and 


heard a regular war sermon. 
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Flags decorated the pulpit and orchestra. The 
two Companies marched into the church with 
drum and fife playing “Yankee Doodle/’ “Our 
Country” and the “Star Spangled Banner" 
were sung by the choir, cheers were given, etc. 
It did not seem much like Sunday in the city. 

Enough companies have already been offered 
the Governor to fill three Regiments although 
but one was called- for. He will immediately 
fill up two. Some 60 ladies of Dubuque arc 
very btfsy shaking us blankets, underdo thing, 
uniform?, &c. f and they kindly sent us a large 
amount of cake, hams, &c., for our last Sun¬ 
day’s dinner. I can assure you the viands were 
well relished and the generosity of the fdr do¬ 
nors gratefully appreciated. h. r. 
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Washington, D. C m May oth, * 61 . 
The boys are in first-rate spirits being 1 ready 
to fight or eat, Gen- Butler was here yester¬ 
day looking around* He has been ordered with 

the 6th Regiment and other troops to the Relay 

House, about nine miles from Baltimore, to act 

in conjunction with the Pennsylvania troops on 

the other side of the citv. We have heard that 

* 

we were to go to Richmond or Annapolis, but 

*' J ' -- Sr 

it is decided that we are to remain here for the 

present* Probably when we leave Washington 
it will be for Annapolis, I have just returned 
from church with the Regiment, and the Adju¬ 
tant took ns to task for coughing in church, 

Jr- - - 

but he got picked up on that, for most every 

- - . 

man of ns has got a cough, and it did make 

JL 

considerable noise. We have got first-rate 
quarters in the second story of the Treasury 




«* 


[loon 


rora the: 
hem agi 

quarter 

low pla; 
to a clo 





If J 


i] 


i j * ■ 

- A 




*n 

► 

_ 

a 

.0 

use 






























et this 
iger,— 

t upon 

» ot the 

mouth, 
is issue 
bereaf- 


Dear Brother. 


^AhuijscTO^ otb, 1561* 


rn sec- 
y and 

V 

rte en- 
?rs on 
infer- 
e the 
ial ef- 

m be 
wiped 
i and 
earth 
ivhole 
their 


i his- 
das-, 
hem 


re a 

A 

)hia, 

ltle- 

the 

arn- 

few 

the 

to 

the 

one 

tnd i 

> 

ets, 

hat 

sen 

tee 

ut, 

ts, 

lie 

1 . ‘ 

i I 

in ; 


^ ^ received a our letter this morning and was 

h e ! YCT y t0 bcar that you were all vrelJ. I 
^ avc ^ een a ^ost sick with a euld the past two 
^ days, but I feel almost as well as ever to day. 

; * ou wished me to write about how we are eit- 
c _ u * ted in regard to provisions and clothing. 
d ' Vhen we were on board the steamer Ariel, on 

t j f ur wa > T frorn New York to Annapolis the lir- 
n ing was-rather poor, we got nothing but hard 

biead ai *d half cooked salt pork and beef, 
e ^ ie poorest, quality with an occasional cup 
very poor coffee. I think it was owing to 
e mismanagemeut more than anything else, for I 

1 * now thcre was plenty of good plain food on 
j boartl - I do not think any one need to go hun- 
l S r 7 lf lhere had been any order at all. When 
, there was anything to eat it was “rush up aud 

*' S 1 '^. and those that stood nearest got most. 

When we arrived in Annapolis and received 
orr three days rations, some of the companies 
wasted their rations. One of the principal 
difficulties is, some *>f them came out here 
I thinking they would live the same as they had 

i been livin S at home, but they have found their 
mistake by this time. A great many of the 

i soldiers ha ^e never seen any hardships, and it 
seems harder for them than it does for me, al- 

■ though they all hold out bravely, When * wb 

were sworn in. there was only one man in the 

1 Wh0le that did not hold up his hand 

and he understood it was for five years instead 
ot three months, but as soon as he understood 
about it he was,as willing as any one. I' ac¬ 
knowledge we had rather a tough time until 
we got here, but now we have enough to eat and 
drink of good plain fare. Some of them biiil 
continue to grumble, but you know there is *, 
certain class that will grumble if you gi ve them 
the beat of anything. Some think it hard be 

cause we have to sleep on the floor or rafter. 

on a blanket, instead of a bet,.but we cannot 

expect everythmg to suit our fancies in a sol.. 

d,er s h e. for my part I have no fault to find. 

Abo it clo h-n t, we have not received any yet 
but exp, ot to this «eek. I have not suLLi 
for anything since I left tome. I wss ter _ 

g a to -ear you are so patriotic at home, and 
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Washington, D. C m May 7, *61. 
Dear Sib :— 1 arrived at New York with the 


Regiment, two weeks ago, and was compelled 


to stop there for a time, unahle to proceed far- 

I was taken, with 


ther with the companies, 
cramp colic and compelled to remain at th^ 

After which I made 


Astor House, two days. 


arrangements to proceed to Annapolis in com- 


pany with the N. Y, 8th Regiment, Col. Lyons. 


I had six men belonging to our Regiment. Ar¬ 


rived at Annapolis on Friday week and report¬ 
ed to Gen. Butler for duty. Was put in com¬ 


mand of twenty-six men to act as a Picket 


Guard upon the Railroad at the point where 


the cars were lecently thrown off the track by 
the secessionists. I joined my Regiment last 


Friday and took command of the Company, as 
Capt. Danforth is sick at Annapolis. 

We are quartered at the U. S. Treasury 

Building and are compelled to live upon smok¬ 
ed hog and bread and coffee. We have for a 


bed the soft side of a hard-pine board floor, 


e call it rough. 


The boys are in good health 


and spirits and glad to hear from home. We 


are very short of clothing, money, &e. 


Tell the folks not to give up yet, for I feel 


the inspiration of the blood of Gen. John Stark 


in me, and will do my duty to God and man 
in upholding the Union, the Constitution, and 
the enforcement of the Laws of these United 


States. Tell mv folks that I am well and feel 


at home in one sense, and hope to meet you all 

Kirk Stark. 


again in glory. 


[Lieut. 8th Co. oth Reg.] 
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for breakfast 
ppose, is pret- 
beld my own 
' of them can. 
for some of ns 
> pnt into our 
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one nunareu, turn eu^ 

various ways. I cannot realize that it is Sun¬ 
day, for such a day I have never passed before. 
I have spent the greater part of the time in my 
state-room (ft r being qur-rter-master I succeed¬ 
ed in getting one) reading and sleeping, much 
prefenirg that to mixing with the crowd. It 
has been a day to give any one the “blues,” but 
still I do not and never have regretted the step 
I have taken and were I now pleasantly situat¬ 
ed in Dubuque or elsewhere, the first thing I 
would do would he to enlist in some company 
destined for active service in defending our glo¬ 
rious “nag’’ and ** Constitution-But I have 
not yet told you where we are bound, and be¬ 
fore I forget it I will do so. Within a few 
days the Governor has received several letters 
from Keokuk and vicinity, stating that some of 
our border towns have been threatened by se¬ 
cessionists from Missouri; and as Keokuk is 
near the border line, our Regiment has been 
ordered there to rendezvous and organize, and 
by the last of this week we hope to be fully 
equipped and ready to aet on the aggressive or 
defensive. I do not think Keokuk will be our 
permanent station, but when, we leave that 
place I will advise you. Cairo or St. Louis 
will probably be our destination. Keokuk is 
some fifty miles South of here and we expect 
to arrive there at about midnight. The remain¬ 
der of the Regiment (■jeven companies) will be 
there by Wednesday night, when a United 
States officer will take charge of us. I am 
now impatient to be mustered into active ser¬ 
vice, for 1 am tired of changing about. As the 
20 days of grace given the secessionists by Prest, 
Lincoln, expires to-day, I think we may look 

% t i| 

for some decisive measures on the part of Gen. 
Scott this week. h. r. 
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"Washington, D. C., May 9tbj ’61. 
Deah Fhiends : We had a lai-ge fire here 


T lad- t ^ ls morn4n g a lar S c hloek of storss on Penn* 

^ __ * i _ _ 


for 8 >’ lvania Avenue, adjoining Willard’s Hotel} 


orlh 


were burnt. Ellsworth’s Regiment of N. Y; 


ntl 


stly 


( firemen and our own were promptly on liandj 
and through the united exertions of botli, all 


mid 


the. contents and the Adjoining buildings werd 


saved. It would have made you augh to rnve 
* * ■ * ♦ <• * 


)een 

tain 


witnessed the spectacle—wherever therfe was & 


foothold you" could sec a red oir a, blue shirt 4 

* . * ■ . - 


we wear the blue ones, the N. Y. boys the redi 
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I saw Maj. Anderson this morniiig at thg fire; 


ur- 


ds. 


are 


Northern papers are in great demand herci The 

Tl_ -r , , 
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Boston Journal brings six ccntst I wish yoti 
would send me a Wizard—I should like to see 


ive 


or 


>ur 


one very much. Our army'rfcceiVed a rein- 


forcement the other day of 500 head of cattle 

I* 1 * * __ * 


for our use. There is one thing in this city 
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to 
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you notice quickly—that is, everything is un¬ 
finished. 


The Capitol is without its dome at 

* 

— . * * 


et 
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the present time: the windows of the Post 
Ofiico ai o ^boarded up j the Treasury is sur* 

l 


at 


rounded by heaps of stone, and the Washing, 
ton nionuhaent has reached but about 1*4 of 


the hight intended. The Smithsonian Institute 


in 


t- 


:o 


ir 


alone stands complete. But there is something 
wh’ch every onu nblices as soon as he gets iiite 


a slave State that looks odd, and that ify a lack 


of that thrift and comfort which thrive ©hlv on 

J* _ * i r . - *- *# ** 


free soil, X would not like to live here long; 
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Iowa. Regiment. 

K-EOS.cs, Iowa, May 11 , 51 * 
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I wrote tou last Sunday nig at while on he j com] 


Cant 



L ' i 

ts 


ts 


}T 
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? downward trip from Davenport, giving an ae 
c-ount of our departure and life on the boat. 

^* e arrived here safely Monday morning, and * disct 
a= usual the “Greys" found friends, conspicu- tap < 
ous among whom was Ex-Gov. Lowe, now j Aew 
Judge of the Supreme C-ourt, who insisted upon j that, 
our company making the JJ. S. Court Block our ‘ pair: 
quarters. We were only too willing, and are j tion 
row comfortably and pleasantly located in a j pose 
three-storied brick building with balconied j app« 


A * 

. V*- 


front, .and called “Verandah Block.'" The j upor 

, ,* •-• One 


h ! 

V 

I 

T - 


first floor we use as an armory and dining-room 


the second is fitted up with bunks for slcepin 


S ! CTin 


» anartmentS! and the tin 

; rnnml we use as a readiu 

;e 


v smoking room, and at this time I am in the j is ea 

Judge's chair and using his desk for writing ; othe 

purposes- Our living is very much better than j Cap! 

. * at Davenport and we now have milk with our j been 

j coffee, eggs, soup, corn-bread, and many other ; 

T ._.__i a Ma of- T)- This town : 


luxuries not seen on our table at D. I his town ; sent' 
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L * 


COSti 

Putl 
S 4 v 
The 
Bosf 
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Putl 




! is tjqj so large or so pleasantly situated, as Dav- 
| euport, yet I think no member has any cause to 
1 regret the change of our rendezvous. We are 
: all well and in fighting trim and anxious to be 
I sent off for actual service, but as the arms and 
■ camp equipage for the Regiment have not yet 

| arrived we cannot go. 

Keokuk is within three miles of the Missouri ] of t 
! line, and by looking upon the map you will 

1 see that it is located upon a sort of peninsula 
, ! that juts into Missouri, and the city is actually 
some sixteen miles south of the northern line of 
that S tate. The rem am der of our un iforms and 
1 many mementos from the ladies and citizens of 
Dubuque, arrived here this morning, and most 
of the members have gone to church. 
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The Greys have the advantage of the other ca jl 


v T - -■ * j 

j companies, inasmuch as we had a stand of 60 ! miis 

_ , , j* 1 l . l. i b.n ml jT. I im 


j Minie rifles which we brought from Dubuque 
with us, and are consequently becoming profic¬ 
ient in the manual of arms. W e had an. elec¬ 
tion of Regimental Officers yesterday and elect¬ 
ed our straight ticket. J. F. Bates of Dubuque, 
and old member of the company, was chosen j 
Colonel; Merck, Lieut. Col.; and Porter, Maj. ; 
When we arrived here on Monday, no other 
companies had reported, but by Wednesday 
night the whole Regiment, 1000 strong were on 
hand and quartered. Lieut. Chambers of the 
U. S. army, is here, and to-morrow morning 
we shall be mustered into the service of the 


effic 

and 
wen 
j ers, 
i was 
the 
the 

reat 

trul 
the 


foT 


Cap 
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United States, and take the necessary oatn of { os j t: 

. _ ■» j—» • 


did 


clai 


allegiance to the Stars and Stripes. Our arms, 

&c., are daily expected and when received we j 
shall probably be ordered South immediately, j t y 
as the trouble between the Federal troops and ; 
secessionists in St. Louis that occurred day be- ; 


ei 


■ — 

j fore yesterday, has wrought great excitement I t j m 
in Missouri. It is now rumored that our force * h(J1] 
will go to Hannibal, Mo., as several secession ] 
flags are flying there and the Unionists are | ^ 

! threatened, but I cannot help thinking that t 
i Cairo needs us. Time will tell. Our company | 
now numbers just 100, and if they will give us 

. , . x. _ P : 


of: 


in I 


self 
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the chance, we will render a good account of j . 

1 | ill 

l ourselves. * h. r. ; 
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j care. YY e have a stand of 60 Minie r 
; the only ones in the State, that were prov 
for ns bj the Governor about a year and a 
ago, and these we brought with us. One th 
and muskets and accoutrements are cxpe 
from St. Louis to-day, being a part of the 
surrendered to Capt. Lyou f by Gen. Fros; 
the secession camp Jackson. There are a r 


I openly. Several rumors have been circula 
| that plans were laid to seize our Minies, i 
j consequently we have had a double guard 0 
; them for toe past few nights. Harl any si 
j attempt been made, the rebels would have i 
with a warmer reception than they expected 
I place ho credence at all upon any such i 
mors, yet it is well enough to be prepared ; 
whatever may happen. We have" but to crt 
the Missouri line to find any quantity of Je 
Lavis*? followers, and in conversion with E 
Gov. Lowe this noon, he informed me that tl 
morning he met with a citizen of Fairmoi 
Mo., a town onlv ten miles from here, who hi 
come hither to borrow some muskets, as tJ 
TJnion men of that to wn were to raise the Sts 
Stripes this afternoon, and the secession is 
had sworn to shoot the first man who nttemp 

ed it. He thought there would certainly be 
conflict between the two parties, as the Union 
i>ts are determined to hoist their flag, and th 
secessionists apparently as strongly determine 
in at i hey shall not. In case serious troubli 
does arise, the Governor's Greys have permis¬ 
sion to go down And uphold the old flag, "Vp, 

are anxious for a brush with the rebels, and ij 


> I » crowueu mrn passengers fleem, 

; j “from the wrath to come," and seeking homj 

j 111 a civilized country. Well, we have room 
| enough for all who are on the right side, and 

| the ? wil} meet wiA a cordial welcome finm tbs 
sons and daughters of the Hawk*eye State, 

| ^ e are adll tirably fitted out as regards cloth- 

: ing &c., and if we are to serve three years in. 

j e£ead of tliree months, I do not think it will 
i 138 nsce?sar 7 ^ or our company to procure any 
j more Nothing, and for my part I do not fee 

j what be don e with all tnat has been pro¬ 
vided, thanks to the ladies and citizens of Du- 
buque. We have now been furnished by the 
L. S. Government with a complete suit, viz: 

uniform, blanket, shoes where wanted, and j 
•hirt, and there is enough left from the coa- 
tributions of our Dubuque friends to go round , 
again ; so there is no fear of our suffering for j 
want of clothing. Besides my musket, I have ] 
f a Colt ’ s revolver and an S inch, w*. I 
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. . . Washington, D. D., May 12, *61; 

U“ Dear Friend : While I am writing the cbm* 

pany are falling in to go to Church with thd 

Regiment, but as I took them to Church last 
ie Sunday I thought I would stay at home to-day; 
Our Regiment still continue to enjoy good 
health with very few exceptions. When wd 
lb first arrived, most all of the men took cold and 

ie had coughsi but have how mostly recovered_ 

TVc expect every day to receive orders to go 
. somewhere else. Wfe should probably have 
it gone iiito camp beforfe this, but they gave ou* 

e I encampment to the New Fork Zouaves unde* 
g Col. EUswoith, as they were a bad set cf toys; 

i never was more disappointed than I was irt 
, the appearance of Washington* It is a very 
1 large city in extent, but the buildings iirt very 

I mucl1 Mattered. The grounds connected with 
1 the Government buildings look beautifully and 
there are very fine buildings, but With two or 
three exceptions the streets arc very dirty* Ifc 

j seems i]mt ^ery one has a right to throw all 
the rubbish he pleases into the street, and iherd 

j * re Eome nbt VGr T pleasantly ilagtant places 

about here. There are plenty of pigs i n thd 

i strpets * antl t!ay before yesterday one of tlid 
I regular* shot Olid of them, and one of bur men 
being present took him and brought him td 
the cook-room, and last night we had a grand 
etew fdr supper, the same night at about 10 
o'clock, four companies of the 8th Regiment 

were ordered under arms to go to the Helay 

;^Hou&ej as a despatch came that an attack had 
been made on the Picket Guard and seven mert* 

killed, but the order was countermanded. Ifj 

turned out that no one was killed although the 

guard were fired upon. Last Thursday etsSw 

mg one of the Washington soldiers was shot by 

■ merely trying to dodge him$ 

and the matter created quite a disturbance. If 1 
the military had got hold of liifn they tvotild 

hate hung him on the spot. The day tve ar- 

nved here they told me they had twenty. five 

secessionists oti the Pwlice in this city, but thd 

reason of this I do not know. How things trill 
turn out finally i do not kn0Wf but j thin jj 

there will be some lighting and that the South 

P get handsomely threshed, for the troops 
ere are spoiling for a fight and I think will dd 
their duty. j. II. e STB8 , 
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Bostow, May 22 , 2 S 5 K 
»£ 0 ths School Committzk of So Dakvers : 

Gxsimsx^The Union Hall CoomiUce of 
■Relief for the Families of the Trovps of Mas¬ 
sachusetts, now or about t? he in arms for the 
General Government, baying detained the np- 
proTal of tbe Secretary of the Board of Educa¬ 
tion for our Commonwealth, beg leave respect¬ 
ful to suggeBt to your Board, and, with your 
co-operation, to the several Teachers of your 
Districts, the expediency of inviting the older 
bovs, lads, and young men, at present or lately 
belonging to your Schools, to cultivate such, 
groundsin their respective neighborhoods as 
the r town or the people may loan them, with a 
view to the supply of vegetables to our absent 
brothers in the campaign, ox to the families 
that thev have left behind them. 
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Seeds, compost, tools of husbandry, &c«, &c*, 
Vill doubtless be forthcoming from the good 
people of your place. The movement itself 
might he made at once very agreeable and ad¬ 
vantageous to all concerned; indeed, no words 
of ours are needed to show our young friends, 
to be mustered into this service, how pleasant 
their toil will be,*—how delighted they will be 
with whatever it may secure foT the soldiers,— 


ime 

win 
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and how precious in nil their after lives will be 

their memory of this endeavor to serve their 

country by providing for the well-being of its 

heroic defenders. Patriotism, fairest fruit of a 

free and happy land, Will surely thrive in 

the field we would assign them* 

The whole is submitted to your consideration, 

and any help that we can render is at your 

service. 

jgj^All contributions, now or hereafter at 
■your disposal, of the products of the soil, may 
be directed to the Depot of the Quartermaster 
General of the Massachusetts Regiments in 
ecrvice, at No. 132 Congress Street, Boston. 

Yours very truly, 

Charles F. Batikaub, 

For the Committee. 
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EsoeXX* Iowa, Mej 24, *61. Pej 

! Dtii Sin: Nothing is seen, heard or talked j tncdiv 
• of in this city but military, miUiarp jcilitxby I j the a, 
: an d «t but boar of the day (and I might al- mates 
most say' night), the sound of the drum and 
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Sfe is linking in onr ear*, and at every turn we , of re! 
meet with those who have rallied to support the J take i 
! flag under which our fathers fought and the 
constitution as our fathers made it. The sec¬ 
ond regiment is now mustered here, the ten 
! companies basing arrived during the past two 
days, and we now have two thousand troops 
ready and anxious to meet and cope with the 
enemies of onr country. The third regiment 
1 will reude2T0U* here next week, thus making 
three thousand from our young Slate, and when 
the word is given, ten thousand more will be 
in the Held ready for action. An extra session 
of the Legislature is now convened and Iowa j 
i will be placed on a thorough war footing.— ■ 
j -phe s nm 0 f 800,000 dollars has been appropri¬ 
ated, and already bills have been passed author¬ 
ising the Governor to raise five or six addition¬ 
al regiments and to purchase the most effective 
1 arms for the same. Young as we are, we are 
not a whit behind you in the great struggle 
j now pending, and be assured that Iowa will do 
her part towards maintaining our government. 

Since my last letter, two thousand muskets 
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troops. They are of the old pattern and part 




or the let captured at Camp Jackson, St. Louis t i 
. by the federal authorities. The boys are sadly j 
1 disappointed in them, and curses not deep, but 
; hud, v, ent up when this fact became known, 

! 'but thev are assured that better ones are on the , 
’ w ay for them, and they are in part reconciled, j 
i Xhe •'Greys" have the advantage of the otter : 

_, j companies' in respect to arms, as we have a ; 

lure j stand of ‘Minie rifles' which we brought from ; 
the | Dubuque with us. Our possession of these has j 
, caused some feelings of jealousy among certain 
i coiupanjfP of our regiment, but of that wc care 
1 little, as wc are able to hold our own at any 

jc m. j, * m 
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; wished us to give them up to some company j ^ 

FiJls j formed here, that is not in the 1st Kegimcnt, j f 
line | but our Captain, who is a trump, promptly re- 
to t fused to do any such thing, saying that if the 

_ 5 - : - 1 a. - V _ - - - ■ ja t i kl* 


j -- • 

led ' Grevs did not carry them to the war, no other 

i ■ i 


j company should j End in view of this ue have 
ling ■ been allowed to retain them* 
iup j The Ut Kegiment expected to have been in 
e it 1 camp before this, and several orders to that ef- 
and feet were Issued from head quarter?, but only ^ 
ny- : to be countermanded* What is the cause of j 
this delav, ‘'deponent saith not/' but it may he ■ 
connected in some way with orders relative to j 
our removal* Yesterday I understood that | 
seveu companies were to camp to-day, but I ■ 
can tell better to-night. The Greys are the j 
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pet company of the State, and the crack corps 


of the regiment, and the reputation gained at 
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the j home has followed them here. Ihey worked 
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hard to cam it, and are as willing to work to 
retain it- 

The daily reports of large bodies of trrops 
concentrating in Tennessee nnd Kentucky, ; P er ' 
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\ strengthen mv belief that we shall go to Cairo 
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There was a report in circulation last night, 
that CoL Ellsworth had been assassinated in . _ 

; Alexandria, Ya. It created great excitement [ late 
j and we are impatiently awaiting news by tele- j 
graph* f scarcely credit it, for the telegraph 
ler has done so much lying lately and circulated 
■ -o many false reports, that everything must be 
1 confirmed before it can he believed* 

i 

Gen. Harney arrived in Bt. Louis just in 
i time, and It is to he hoped that his prompt nc- 

thp Atatp nf Missouri from 
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tion will vet sate the State of Missouri from 
the doom of secession, hither she was fa?t 
’ drifting. Speaking of ilissouri reininds me, 
that since my last letter, I have met with a , 
former townsman of yours, and one who has 
contributed many interesting communication* 
from that State to the «*Wizard/' I refer to 
P. s* STANutv, Esq., who for the past twenty- ■ 
five vears has resided in Alexandria, Mo., a \ 

. town some four miles from here, where he is j 
largely engaged In farming* I also met at the 
' same time John Hart, who formerly occupied a 
i situation in Dr- Swectser^s Store- They heard ■„ 
through the Wizard that I was here, and on j 
t Sunday last called upon me* Mr. Stanley gave . 
me a very kiud invitation to spend a few days | 
w ith him on his *‘rsnche/ P but a furlough is : 
not at this time very readily granted, and 1 
have not yet aTailcd myself of his invitation. 

1 expect to see John Hart here again tomorrow. 

Yesterday was a gala day for Kecikuk and i 
j the militarr, and a day that will Jong be re- * 
membered'ty us all* The ladies, wishing in 
* sonic way to show to the military their esteem , 
and regard for them and their devotion to the ! 
Union* decided to get up a monster pic-nic, in 
j which all the companies should participate, and 
! yesterday was the day appointed for the festival. 

I As usual upon such an occasion, it threatened 
! to rain, but at noou old Sol gained the suprem- ' 
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acv and the afternoon was warm and pleasant. 
Fifteen companies marched to the ground 
■ where the ladies and citizen* took charge cf 
them until the repast was ready* ^Fifteen tables 
were spread, each one being designated by the 
letter of the company which was to occupy It, 

: When it was announced that all was ready, the . 
I captains marched their companies to the tables 
spread for them. We were not long in finding 
- l ‘Uo* L” vrhen we were arranged in line on the 

. . i i ^ - i n ’ 


^ ,p w --a 

\ oufi*de, the tables being arranged in hollow 
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. squares, while the intid* was taken possession . 

| of by some fifty ladies who were to have charge in; 
off us until the meal was finished* Our men * 
not having eaten any dinner (as we loft oui \ 

I quarters at 12 o'clock), and reaching the j #( j ( 
\n j around by a long march* you can he assured 
5 that our entertainers had their hands full, but j 

* t 1 .1 Jl T .1 I. J _3 


th 
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5 they proved equal to the task they had assumed j th 
and the guests were well satisfied. The tables i 

_ ^ c * i .. L t. * _ n: 


HUM kllb »■ yi-V rn *. 

fairly groaned with goodies and boqnci?, and 
where so much cake and so many pies were 1 
picked up l cannot talk After the eating pro¬ 
cess was gone through with, the j a dies present^ 

j- .1 mink tustkiV-i 1 nf ttiA f Ttt*Tii irif h n liHiiriwmp 


ed each member of the Greys with a handsome 
boquets, and placed an elegant one together 
with a wreath on tha spear that surmounts our 
fiog. This flag, by the wai% has been adopted 
as the st and aid of the First Jiegioient, Three 
j time* three cheeps and a Minnc-iJA-?TA Iir were 
{ given far the ladies of Keokuk, when we broke 
j ranks and gathered around the girls, Find the 
i speakers* stand, w'here toasts, sentiments and 
j short speeches were given, M>rtgs sung, &c« At 
j d o'clock, three cheers for the Indies, three more 
I for the 'Star Spangled Banner’', and three 
moFE for everybody, were given, upon which 
I we took up our line of march for home* The 
j pic-nic was a great eucce^ and far excelled 
anything of the kind I ever attended* Tho 
ladies cuveied themselves with honor by this 
noble exhibition of their sympathy with the 
soldiers and their cause* and by the skill and 
good taste with which thpy nrsnaged the whole 
affair. It was estimated that oGOfr persons were 
on the ground and participated the festivi¬ 
ties of the day. BS- PtwLEi 
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Camp Andrew, vjl,, } 
May 27th—10 o’clock A. M. ) 

Mr. "Wolcott, —Dear Sir :—Your letter 


nut i 


now ] 
1 ; her p 

received yesterday afternoon, and right glad ; Since 
was 1 to hear from you, Although I was very j have 


| tired and sleepy, I grabbed at it as quick as a 
' drowning man would at a floating plank. I 


troop: 
of t ht 
bv tb 


erjoyed 
esent of 

friends 
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h Ban- \ 
A. Ells- 
ias been 
will be 


Urud, 
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way 
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Andrew, 


, but I 
ineatly. 
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ny thing 
>robably 
a warm 
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iw'. He 
, which 
lount to 
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St more 
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will try to give you a slight sketch of our en • ■ 

i campment. We are close to the main road j 

1 leading from Washington to Alexandria, about j 

j six mile* from the former and two miles from ; 

the latter place, on a level pasture of about 60 ) 

or SO acres. East lies the valley of the Poto- | 

mac, west about half a mile is a small pond, j comp 

and beyond that the hills covered with verdure ■ stand 

tower upwards towards the sky; east lies the j Dub\ 

tow n of Alexandria-, and in that direction it is ; 

very level as fai as the naked eye can discern. ; 

■ 

It is, in fact, a very beautiful spot—everything j 
around looks so thrifty and green. 

1 wrote a letter to my friends, telling them 
about our starting frem the Treasury, and going 
hack again ; hut about ten o’clock the same ; but c 
night, the 25th, we strapped our knapsacks to 
our backs, and off we went. The Colonel led 
us into a mowing field about one half mile be- 
| yond here, where we turned in with r. 
i to shelter U3 from the storm. The grass was up 
j to our knees, and the heavy dew had made it j camj 
j very w et; but I spread out my overcoat, and j feet 
| taking my knapsack for a pillow, covered my¬ 
self with a blanket, and was soon in the land of 
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dreams. I laid just as warm as I could wish 
to, and woke up quite refreshed. After break¬ 
fast we came back b£Te. 

About 6 o’clock P. if. came our tents. They 
were immediately distributed among the sev¬ 
eral companies, and were soon pitched and 
ready for occupancy. About the middle of the 
i afternoon, a flag staff was erected in. front of 
; head quarters, and up went the stars and 
stripes. You will believe me when I say that 


to b 
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our 

SCYfc’ 
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! I never heard such cheers as went forth when 
j they were thrown to the breeze. The drums 
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I and fifes, (all the Band we can boast of,) struck 
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Estes, 


, 1861 . 
ments to 
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ill ready 
e march- 
Jansfield 
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is back; 
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1 saw- 


up “Hail Columbia,” after which all hands 
| joined in singing “The .Star Spangled Banner.” 

| The camp is guarded by lightv men, that i?, 

\ just around the enclosure. The picket guard, 
j consisting of thirty men, are out about half a 
j mile from the camp, two men together, in order 
! to give warning of approaching danger, 
j The picket guard of the New York Zouaves, 

; quartered in Alexandria, were fired upon the 
; other night by the rebels. They fled, but were 
i pursued and five of them captured by the 
Zouaves, and taken into camp. Pour of them 
: were hung yesterday morning, the Band play- 
ing Yankee Boodle, while cannons were fired 
i and bells rung, ike. The fifth was released for 
; exposing secrets. 

5 We don’t know where wc shall go when we 

m 

• le ive here. The Colonel says we shall not re- 

r m 

i mai i in this camp after the present week. It 

j is rumored that more troops are to be ordered 

; here, and that when a large force U collected in 

- this vicinity we are to be sent in different di- 

i reetions, and take possession of places captured 

! by the rebels. 

* 

The railroad runs along side the main road 
here for a number of miles- The track is of 

i 

\ fiat iron, about six inches wide, spiked down 

• to the joists that run lengthwise, and a rough 
looking piece of work it is, too. But things 
are not finished here as they are in our Eastern 
States. 

Our guard have taken one prisoner, supposed 
to be a spy- He will be tried, and if anything 

can be found against him he will have to suffer 

death. 

Give my best respects to all. 

Yours truly, Samcel H. Bcxton. 
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LETTER FROM ILLINOIS. 

Champaign, III., May 28, 1861. 

* 

Fiu end Poole : — I will try to give you some 
of the items of news which may interest yon, 

for a greater interest is felt in everj r State, 
county and town throughout the North and 
West than ever before. The weather this 
spring has been cold so far. It has been so 
backward that the planting season is not near. 

at an end. But the warm sun of a few days 
back has had such an influence on the earth 
that vegetation is coming forward at a rapid 
rate. Winter and spring wheat look finely, 
and with so much rain, we do not look for, or 
fear, an early drought. Business is rather dull, 
owing mostly to the condition of things in the 
country. The increase of this place has been 
somewha* slower than usual, but it is steady, 
and with the best of men. The construction of 
several large warehouses keeps a great many 
persons employed. The Richards Brothers are 
building one on the east side of the Railroad 
track, SIx30, three stories high. Building is 
steadily going on, but not brisk. Lumber con¬ 
tinues high, but the prices are declining, and 

will probably bo down soon as low as in former 
years. 

This town (as in all places of the West) has 
been greatly excited by the urgent demands of 
i our country for aid. The attack on Port Sum- 
| ter has aroused every true lover of his country 
! to his feet, and the call for defence has warm- 

I ■ 

ed all patriots into life, and nerved every arm 

for the contest. We cannot get into the field 
in so shaft a time as you of New England, but 
when there, we will try to do our duty faith¬ 
fully and unflinchingly. I am mistaken if the 
Rebels do not learn a lesson from the North 
and West, which they will not soon forget. 

The battle smoke had scarcely cleared away 
from Sumter, when the war cry was heard at 
the North- The patriotic citizens of the old 
••Bav State" caught the sound, and rung out, 
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as in days of old, the penis of alarm, ■which 
echoed among the distant hills of her sister 
States, and called forth the sons of freedom to 
battle for our country's rights. The Stars and 
Stripes had been trampled in the dust by the 
enemies of truth and justice, and its sacred 
folds polluted by the hand of the traitor. Our 
citizens have been imprisoned and cruelly mur¬ 
dered, for no crime except being Northern 
men ; anrl a war, a civil v*ar, has been waged 
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ugainst u peaceful portion of the country by 
the advocates of human slavery at the South. 

The ben eon light of Liberty, which always 
shone so brightly in New England, warning all 
when, danger lurked around, lias lent its rays 
to illumine the torch of patriotism in the far 
W est, and sent its clear but startling light over 
this wide spread prairie, beckoning to its hardy 
sons to rally around freedom's banner, and 
wrench from the hand of the traitor all that is 
worth preserving in our government and coun¬ 
try. It is responded to by men of all parties. 
Although we cannot claim as much of the 
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blending of the citizen with the soldier as our 
sister Massachusetts, yet our services shall be 
heartily given, and our defence of our country 
shall be as cheerfully and patriotically made as 
the circumstrnees which govern us will permit. 

The call of the Government for aid is met 
with a readiness in which History does not 
furnish a parallel, or show to the world its 
equal, save in 177a. Massachusetts, always 
true to the Union, and ready at a moment’s 
warning to act in its support, has gathered 
fresh laurels by her prompt action in this emer¬ 
gency, and is now' receiving the thanks of the 
lovers of liberty everywhere. Hut the "West is 
not idle. The pulsations of liberty which are 
beating so fully in the older States, is felt in 
its vibrations here. The heart that is stirred 
by the treachery and tmitorism at the South, 
finds entire sympathy with the brethren of the 
West. 

Prom every hillside and hamlet on this west¬ 
ern prairie, have stout men,with stouter hearts, 
come forth, to battle with the enemies of our 
country wherever they are. As soon as the 
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sound of alarm came booming across the dis¬ 
tant prairie, the farmer, feeling that all he held 
dear in a government which has brought him 
so many blessings in the past, and which he 
was looking to guard him in the future, was 
menaced by a deadly foe, lie snatched his rifle 
from the place where it had been for years, and 
amid the blessings and prayers of his aged 
parents, went forth on his mission of duty and 
mercy to mankind to mingle with his fellow 
lovers of liberty, against a desperate foe. 

It has been said by one who stands high in 
the councils of the nation, that the great battle 
for freedom is yet to be fought in the valley of 
the Mississippi, and 1 believe the prediction 
Gnade so long since) is about to be verified ; if 
so, we are ready—and, in the words of a truly | 
great man, “let it come.” We are ready to j 
meet it, under whatever disguise it may come, j 
The bone and muscle of Illinois has not yet j 
taken the field. The small fisted farmer is now j 
waiting for the future demands of government, 
and the call will be answered by a force which 
will not be easily turned aside, where freedom 
is the motive that urges them to action. 

Our boys at Cairo are ready for the contest, 
if the Ilebels would like to introduce them- 
selves. We .should like to have them do so, 
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and our agent (Gen. Prentice) will “do the 
amiable,” and show them some of the Lions or 
Bull Bogs of the State. 

South Carolinians, the descendants of the j 
Huguenots, (I had almost said Hottentots) are ! 
to be pardoned, in a slight measure, for their I 
rebellious acts— as ignorance and whisky form 

m 

a great part of their characteristics. 

Yours truly, J. G. Phelps. 
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This is & beautiful looking country, but I 
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should not care about living here permanently. 
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My health has been first rate since I have been 


here, and I hope it will so continue. M e hear 
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everv day of the enemy’s being within a few 
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miles of us, but we cannot believe anything j 

When they come we shall probably 1 


us 


we 
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reception. David Jeffry is sick, and has been 


I 
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so for two days, but is getter better now. 


lie 


has had a bad cold and sore throat, which 


I 


seems 


anything which has appeared in the company 


i 


nee we arrived, and that does not last more 


i 


than two or three dav3. Leavitt has a touch of 


the Rheumatism, and they talk of sending him 
home. He don't like to go and leave the com- 


pany here, but I think his health requires it. 
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The farmers 


grain looks well 
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While I am writing, something has evidently 


* 

* 

i 

i 

« 

\ 


returned 


all the officers are at his quarters. 


Thev 


but what they are going to do we cannot now 
tell. I assure you we have to keep our eyes 


>ur 


and ears open in this country these times. I 
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expect to be called on at any moment, to do 


for j a close. Hart is sitting beside me, fretting be. 
bel ! cause he has lost his pencil. 
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Alexandria, Ta*, June S 


nrrs, ) 
t 1351. 3 


Dear Friend :—I 'write you a line to inform 


you that I am as well, and in as good spirits 

: as ever. Last Sunday we had Divine service at 

1 

; 10 o’clock, after which we received orders to 


pack up and strike our tents, and get ready to 
march at 7 o’clock P. M. We marched to Al- 

j exandria. xVfter proceeding about two and a 

t 

j half miles, we arrived at the spot selected, and 

pitched our encampment, which I think is not 

so good a? the former camp. We are near the 

; Pennsylvania, Michigan and Xew York Zou- 


' ave Regiments, and one mile from the centre 
• _ 

1 of Alexandria. The guard in the city is de- 

m- 

\ tailed by companies from the different ltegi- 
i ments composing this Brigade. Our company 
was detailed !a*t Wednesday, but the boys did 

* 

: not get a chance to shoot anybody. There 
? have been three or four men shot upon the 

: posts we occupied in the city, but none from 

I - 

tins regiment. The men are in excellent 
j heaitb, and I am inclined to think that it 
agrees better with them here than intheTreas- 

* 

• ury building. I he regiments are in good dis- 

j capline, and ready for any emergency. 

« Tt is amusing to see the pleasant faces of the 

j men when they receive a letter, paper or box 
» f ro m their happy homes. The uniforms pro- 
? Tided by our kind friends of Salem and South 


. Danvers have not been received np to this time. 

j The men have letters saving there is a bundle 


for them, and they are very anxious to sight 
them. If we do not receive them soon, we 


shall ha\e fears of tneir being sent to some 
other regiment, as has been the case in more 


than one instance, * 


We have had two or three days of rainy 
weather here, so that we have got pretty lazy; 
buL as the tun has made its appearance this 

morning, v»6 shall probably get what little ex¬ 
ercise we need before iritrht. 

-—- 

Our motto is, <l Give us liberty ox give us 
death/ 1 


A Yankee Volunteer. 
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“Is Camp/' Macox City, Mo., 
Friday night, June li. J851 
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I>kah Parents :—Our resimeit left Keo- 
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Of 

kuk for Hannibal yesterday afternoon, on the I 
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steamer Jeamiie Dean,*, at which place we ar¬ 
rived at midnight, slept on the ground, and ■ 
this morning six companies* including ours, 


sun 


infi 

the 


! received orders tu proceed out on the line of 
1 this road, (the Hannibal and St* Joseph*) and \ ^ 

! look after the secessionists, ! 


' 


We have had quite an exciting time, having 
seized a secession flag and cut down two poles, 
besides routing any quantity of the rebels,— 
a Scouts hud spies have dodged us all the way* 

0 , ; At every station we passed, of any sile, squads 
Is ■ of us would leave the train and visit!he diffbr- 
ent stores in search of contraband goods* In 
one I found a lot of secession envelope*, which 
I took charge of, and have with me, I will 
send these few lines in one of the captured* 

This place is about eighty miles from Han¬ 
nibal* and has been a hoc bed of accession ism, 

\ We arrived here at six o'clock, and since that 
time hare brought six prisoners (secessionists) 

: into carrp, one of whom is the Mayor of the 

fr - 

• town. We have them under guard. Our Col* ^ 
oncl is bound to put down everything in the | 
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shape of secession that we meet* We have 
just received intimation of a lot of rifles and 
ammunition! and a camp of rebels, some six 
miles from here. Companies I and E are going ] mt 
out there to-night. .We expect a hot time, but r gn 
all are anxious to start. There is an appear- 
i ance of a severe thunder storm, TlTe leave at 

1 H o’clock* The balance of our regiment come \ 

■ 

on here to-morrow* We are in excellent splr* ; 

! 

■ its at the thought of a brush* The 2d Iowa 
Regiment lias just passed through here on their 
way to St* Joseph* Government took posses- j 
sion of this road yesterday. 

Gov, Jackson of this State has issued a 

— I , . i 

nr- i proclamation calling out 50,000 troops to pro- i 

ri- \ teet it from invasion, Gen, Lvon thinks he ■ 

> ( 

nd j will have as much righting in this State as any 

■ 

in- in the Union, We talk of hanging a spy we : 
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I took this evening ; can't yet tell; great excite* 
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in i ment among our hoys. To-morrow wc scout dr 
Le- * over this country, and make a descent upon \ 11 


ad i everything suspicious. 

all ; Tattoo is being heat, and t must close- 
Q f ! have written this on a cartridge box, 
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Saturday f June 15. 

An order has just been received by our Col* 
onei, from Gen- Lyon, St t Louis, for us to 
break up camp and proceed to Henri ck, a town 
on or near the line of the Xorth Missouri rail* 
i road, and a great haunt of secessionists. The 
* balance of our regiment ive expect here every 
j moment, when we shall go ahead* lam rather 
f sorry to leave this place just now, as we have 
t had any quantity of fun and excitement since 
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1 our arrival* Xot a secession flag has been 
^ ie i raised, but in their place the stars and stripes 
et * ; are seen floating* and now no less than four are 
being made* to be put up this afemoon, Until i 
we came, the Unionists were not strong enough \ 
to admit of their showing their colors* There 
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will probably be one company of the Second 5 
en j Regiment remain here to protect those dtvoted 
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would suffer for the information wc have re* 

\ ceived from them. 

The report received last night in regard to i 
the "secession camp,” proved to be unfounded; ■ 
therefore we were deprived of cur anticipated j 
I pleasure. Some three or four rebels have been • 

| i 

captured this morning, but will be released on } 

j their taking the oath of allegiance, A seees- I 

■ tiion pole, one hundred feet high, was cut down j 

this morning, and transferred to our camp by i 

“the boys” where it has been raised, and the ; 

stars and stripes now float proudly from it. It 

was raised amid great enthusiasm by the bovs, j i 

. * 

the band playing Yankee Doodle, then Dixie S Q f 
and Old Virginia. The Unionists, both male ! 
and female, feel bad to ha% + e us leave, and it is ' 0 f 
no wonder—for since our arrival they have 
been allowed to express their true sentiments. 

Six of the Greys (including myself) obtained 
permission this morning to pass the guard, 
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i when we made a descent upon store*, houses, 
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sfce. Towder, balls and caps were the only 
articles we took from the merchants, and oi 
these we have enough to last us a lung time ; 
but the best “haul" was that of the drum and 


fife of tha “Dixie Guards/' a company of se¬ 
cessionists who have been the terror of the 


wn 


i UK 
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; we 
: anc 


up, 

unt 


:rs l C0Ullt } % ^ took the drum* and a comrade the i 
ty | fife, end we marched through the town playing j 
■ir | Yankee Doodle, It created great fun and ex* j 
| citemcnt, as the citizens nil recognised the \ ord 
j drum as the one they had seen and heard pa- j 

! raded through their streets, drumming up re 
j>r * Cruits for the so-called Uonfedcratc army, and 
being used in all the demonstrations of the se¬ 
cessionists* The Captain, with twenty men and 
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* horsc-% ncut South oil hciving of the approach 

: our troops, W e shall get perru^sion from i 

* uur Colonel to keep the drum in CU I, and use 
it on all parades of the corps, as it L* a Jim 
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At one store we visited, on asking if they I I 
I bad any powder and ball for sale* (being pre* ! brai 
1 vioirsly informed that they hadj they said 

t • * ■ * 

j “Xo," and stuck to it fora long time, until -^e 
j got impatient and took the matter into our own 
j hands, and searched the store. The result was, 

I j.1_ - * T T , > > 


whi 

the: 
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w ! that in n barrel, under a lot of log chains, w 


e j 


an i 
plat 
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il | found a keg of rifle powder, ten pounds of bul- ! into 


l- 
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Lt 
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lets and I2,00f) musket caps, which wc were \ flue 
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is 
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if 


not long in appropriating to the use of the 1st 
Regiment I* S. V- When we marched into 
camp with our plunder, we wt-re greeted with 
rousing cheers from all the companies, and our 
quarters were crowded with men anxious to 
hear the account. 

ihe Union ladies* are very patriotic, and are 
deserving of much credit for their kindness to 
us. They have baked our bread, sent us pro¬ 
visions, &e.* and at this time twenty are very 
busily engaged, at the Harris House* in making 
a large flag for our captured pole—they think¬ 
ing the one now displayed not large enough. 
It will be done in about an hour. 

It h at range how the sentiment of certain 
persons has changed since the arrival of our 
regiment in their midst j and on houses where, 
thr^o or four days ago* the secession flag was 
displayed, the stars and stripes are now waving. 
Aud they talk loudly for the Union ; but w t c 
have spotted them, and watch them closely- 

The tone of Crov, Jackson f s proclamation is 
of such a tenor* that I fear serious results must 
follaw. Great excitement exists throughout 
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th& whole State, if 1 can judge anything frena, 

.+ . -V? *<-! 


o 

bv £ 

p 

xisii 

Mas 
thro 
T 
spir: 
thar 
are : 

I 

I tow: 

C 

be d 
the 1 

not < 
was 
mgs 
rate 


D 

act i 




^ m 






I the xxHtions through which we 
®at time warns me to close* 

Yours truly, ^ OI 




son Citr to 


P. S.—The Second Regiment, wtech west w 
| St. Joseph last night, shot and killed a sheets- 

i sionist twenty miles this side of that p^ace* 

! A telegraphic dispatch has just been retired 

* informing us that Gov. Jackson hat changed 

| the seat of government from Jefferson City to 

i 4 ‘Arrow Rock,” and that he is concentrating 

■ 

i his fores (50,000) there; that cannon and 
j other munitions of war had been sent to that 
j point, &c. From Kemiek we march imme- 

i 

! dlately to Arrow Rock, a distance of 40 miles. 

** 

Bi» finhtine is on hand : wish I could knov 
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Bisr fighting is on hand ; wish , 
the result. The balance of our 
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Alexandria, Ya., June 15, IB61. 



Dear Friends :—Old Abe made a visit to 
our camp last Wednesday, and presented a flag 
to our regiment. I was not there at the pre¬ 
sentation, as I had to go on guard at Alexan¬ 
dria, and did not -come back until next day* 
They have finished the trenches and are now 
mounting the 32-pounders, and will be ready 
for a fight in a day or two* They say*it will 
take two or three weeks to put the railroad 

track in order. A guard is kept around the 

depot day and night, Not a man is allowed 

out after nine at night, and they can only go a 
short distance from camp in the day time with¬ 
out a pass. Hardy MiHett and several mem¬ 
bers of our company have been doing Police 

duty at Alexandria, and they like it first rate. 
They are six hours on dutv and six hours off, 

♦ - w 

Yours ever, J. A- P. Sumner. 
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JLicOx City, Mo., June 17 , r 61 » ■ 

' _ i m -* j 

Mr. Editor '—When I wrote on Saturday j 

last, we tad aiders to leave for “Arrow Bock, ,f \ 
and were to take tee cars for Reuick at 4 P- i J 

i - 

M*, but the train not coming in from the South ■ v 
it was impossible to do so. That something 1 

Pjjj't f 7 t 

had happened was very evident, and all so 115 ; 

of suppositions &ml predictions were intLuI ged ; - 

- 

In; but yesterday morning we got the true 
state of affairs from the engined of the train : 
bound to this point on the North Missouri rail- j 
road, who had come twenty ftiiles In a hand- ; 

! Tta _. T T _ _ i ■ ■ p 

car, and informed us that a bridge was burnt, . 
and the track, torn up, by secessionists, at a 
town twentv miles from here, and the locomo- j 
tire and cars taken possession of by the rebels, ; 
We should have immediately marched to the j 
spot, but four of our companies had been sent : 
to different points along this road to protect it, 
and it was not deemed advisable tu proceed ; 
without them. They have been telegraphed to ; 
come on without delay, and the Irish brigade ; 
of Chicago (which, arrived at Hannibal on Sat- J 
urday) 3,000 strong, will he here this noon, j 
when the whole force will take a train and : 
proceed to the point where the track is tom up, ; 
and, if possifclcj repair it and the bridge, then j 
proceed to Reniek, and, by forced marches, to ; 
Arrow Rock, where Gov. Jackson is mustering . 
his forces, said to number 7000. Gen, Lyon ■ 
and Col. Blair, with a force of 2000, are now 

■* 

on their R'ay from St. Louis to the same place, : 
and with whom wc shall act in concert. That j 
we shall have plenty of excitement and work, 
both on the way and at our place of destina- j 
rion, there is no doubt. Rut our minds ere j 

made up for anything that may happen ; and j 

■ 

in the future we see nothing, and knotc of i 


nothing, but victory and success. 


On our arrival here, we took possession of a ; 
secession printing office and paper, (the editor j 
having left when he heard of our expected ar- i, 
rival,) and yesterday the printers of our teg;- j 
ment published a paper, a copy of which I send | 
you with this. Comment upon the same is un¬ 
necessary, as the paper speaks for itself. I . 
hope you w ill preserve it, and have it kept in \ 
the office cf the ■* Wizard/’ where those de- * 
sirous can see it. It is quite a curiosity, and j 
one that vou do not often see. We hare all 

W 

read of offices being seized, and the tone of > 

* * l 

the paper changed, but seldom have a chance 

fe I 

to peruse them. This was a strong secession i 
sheet, and only the week before our advent in ! 
this town, was loudly advocating the rebel ; 


cause. 


The Unionists here are highly pleased with 
the change in the tone of its editorials, and 
have expressed the wish to have the "form” 
left standing, that they may run off some four 
or live thousand copies to circulate through the 
county. I w ould like to be where I could see 
the secession editor (Mr. Johnson) when he 
reads the last number of the Register issued 
from his office. 1 think he will be far more 
surprised than w as the editor of the San Diego 
Herald, when “John Phoenix” was in the edi¬ 
torial chair. 

Suspicious personages are continually seen 
lurking about this vicinity, and several are 
daily brought into camp. One important ar-‘ 
rest was made on Saturday—that of Col, Bre¬ 
vier, an Inspector General in Gov. Jackson’s 
army. His commission was found upon ids 
person. He will be sent to Gen. Lyon, who 
will no doubt give him his just deserts. 

On Saturday night, the pickets were extend¬ 
ed a mile from camp, and our company was de¬ 
tailed fOt that duty; but nothing worthy of 
note occurred. Last night, Co- E was detailed 
for the same purpose, and at about midnight 
one of their pickets was fixed upon by a spv, 
but no one injured. 

Most of our buys are now busy making cart¬ 
ridges for our rittes, the government cartridges 
cot vet having arrived. 

i' D 

Yours truly, Horace Poole. 
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Fortress Monroe, June 19, *61. 

‘ - _ ♦ f - 

Pear Friends ;—I gladly received touts of 
the 16th. The 17th of June n*tsied off very 
quietly here, there not' being so much as a gun 
fired. But I s'’pp<5se th6y want to save their 

Our company were on picket- guard 
j all day and night. The garrison pickets are 

the walls—rpne half of the company 

guarding the ordinance department and the 
shore towards Sewall's Point: the other, the 

Si —. ■%- ^ . 

. ' 1 - * 

beach and shore towards-Hampton, to prevent 
spies from coming and boats landing. It was 
on this post that I was put, with thirty-on? 
men; the countersign was “Bunker Hilt/ * I 
suppose in honor of the day. But it is always 
the name of some battle, and the parole. that 

of a General wfib was in it. 

* 

The battle of Big Bethel waif a bad affair. 

~ w 

It is generally conceded that it was a blunder 
all through. The Bethels are both small vil¬ 
lages; one has got a large meeting-house, the- 
other a small one, so they'call one Big Bethel 
and the other Tittle- Bethel. Oharactenstic of 
the Old Dominion, and in faet of the whole of 
the slave States, they are about one hundred ’ 
years behind the times in everything. If at 

the battle of Big Bethel the order had been 
forward, instead of retreat, the victory would 
have been ours. There were 15 killed" and 45 
or 50 wounded. The wounded were brought 

in here, and I have for the first time seen the 
stern realities of w ar. There was one poor fel¬ 
low shot through the chest, and both arms 
gone, who has since died; another, shot in tKg 

thigh, died to-day. But enough of this, you 
will say. 

Our furniture is very simple,, consisting of a' 
table, two trunks, a bench (stuffed with straw), 
and a few dishes to eat out of. Our table was 
made by ourselves, out of-a drygoods 
with four pieces of wood nailed on for 
while the inside answers for a cupboard, 
bedding consists of straw, with mother eartl 
for a bed. Having given you an idea how w 
look, I will now close. 
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Boonetii/le, Mo., June2fc, 1861. 

Dear Fkiexds Our regiment arrived at 
this place ibis morning, after a forced and fa* 
tigueing march of forty miles from Renick (a 
town on the JSorth Missouri Railroad). Here 
we have joined Gen. Lyon's force of 3000, and 
to-morrow or next day are going up the river 

* - T~ t * " . 

to Lexington, where .6000 of Gov. ’ Jackson'fc 
rebels-are in camp.. A big .fight is expected, 
but we are prepared. Six large boats are now* 

«■ A « _ r 

here, loaded with troops. We ' are quartered 

» w r * ... 

with eighth other companies on the government 

* * ^ 

steamer “City of Louisiana.*' She mounts two 

guns. - - 

We were too late to take part in the battle 
here on Monday last. .Weshould have been in 

season, but the regiment that was to relieve us 

♦ 

i ■ it 

on.the Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad, did 

* " * y ** - * 

not arrive until Tuesday. ■ 1 have visited the 
hospital here to-day* and saw twenty-five of 

our brave fellows who were wounded. One 

* 

mil die. Two have had a leg amputated, one 

an arm, &c. * . 

- "* ~ r % 

Gen* Lyon seized a large quantity of camp 

* * p 

equipage, ;&c., here. His force was 2000 — that 

of the-rebels 4000. I_ wss-.informed about two 
% ■* * 

minutes' ago that the government t teamer would 
leave for St. Louis in five minutes, and as that 
if the only way we have to send letters (there 
being no mail communications, I thought 1 
would write just to let you know where I am, 
so that if you hear of any fighting in this 
State you can trace us out. We expect very 
hot work during the next ten days. Twohun- 


But the bell is ringing, and X must carry this 
aboard. If we do not go to-morrow, I will 
write a long letter, giving you an account of 
our trip hither, and have it sent A e next time 
the govefniheht steamer leaves. We are now 
further in. the enemy's country- than any- regi¬ 
ment yet organized. . At the battle there, from 
SO to 100 rebels were killed—three only of the 

St. Louis (U. S.) troops. Good bye. God 
bless you all. : -. -. - . ^ 

Yours truly, Horace Poot/k. 
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On Iward Gov t Steamer “'City of Louisiana,'* 
Doonktiil*, Mo., June 23, 1861. 

j! Dear Fjriendb :—Whon I last v-*rote it wa* 
from Macon City, on tbs eve of our departure 
for this section of the country, and in this let¬ 
ter I will give you a description of our trip 
through the enemy's country, I cannot, as I 
anticipated in my last, give you an acccunt o 
any battle, in which we were engaged, with 
the traitors—not, however, that we were not 
both willing and desirous to engage them, but 
because they run and will not stand fight. But 
of the battle that was fought here on Monday 
last, and in which we expected to participate, I 
i may be able to give you some information, 
gathered from those engaged in it. 

The three companies of our regiment who 
had been sent along the line of the H. and St. 
Jo. Iiailroid, to protect the bridges, arrived in a 
special train-on Tuesday morning. The com¬ 
pany *taJtioned at the long bridge near Palmy¬ 
ra hod tlicir pickets driven in twice Sunday 
night by the rebels, and the third time it wa? 

, attempted, but Co. JJ was prepared, and two or 
three of the Secessionists were shot. On their 
; return home Monday night the train was fired 
into three times, and on their arrival at Macon, 

1 counted sixty ball holes in two cars, and four 
in the locomotive, yet, strange to say, not a 
I person was injured. Upon their arrival we 

I struck our tents and embarked upon a special 
| train on the Northern Mo. Railroad for Renick, 

a town sonic forty miles distant. Nothing wor¬ 
thy of incident occurred on the route, and at 2 
o’clock arrived at Renick just in time to see 
some two hundred rebels {who had returned 
.from the fight at Booncville) fleeing across tlie 
prairie as fast as their horses oould carry them ■ 
and we afterwards learned that they had gath- 
cred here to seize the train bound south, but 
upon seeing bo many troops aboard they con¬ 
cluded it best to leave, and it was well for 
them that they did, for nothing would have 
suited us better than to hare made an era a pie 
of them. Here we found a hotel named the 
“Yancey House,” and as the name 1 ‘ UnionHo~ 
iel,” was plainly visible through a coat of white 
paint, we concluded that something was wrong 
and accordingly took possession of the same, 
and upon seirching the house found a largi 
Pnlmctto flag, 25 feet long, with tree and rat¬ 
tle-snake complete, which Was brought out 
amid the groans and hisses of the regiment, 
and trampled in the dust; the bar and liquort 
were then taken care of by the troops, your 
humble servant securing to himself a bottle of 
that excellent “ stomach bitters, ,J known as 

II Hostetlers?' which he found very refreshing 
after the long ride on the rail. Our next net 
was to get a lot of black paint, and set some 
five or six of our boys to work to restore the 
original name of the house, and before we left 
the name Union Hotel, in 30 inch letters, was 
plainly to be seen at the distance of half a mile. 
The swinging sign was then taken down, when 
it was found that it was made of two sheets of 
zinc, whose sides had been reversed, and while 
on the'oatside the name “ Yancey ” web to be 
seen, on the other side “ Union Betel,'* in fine 
gilt letters was still preserved. ,A few moments 
sufficed to make the change, when it was again 
placed in position, and the transformation was 
complete, and the Union Hotel was itself again, 
a* far as regards outside appearances. Our cap¬ 
tain then procured a large American flag, which 
was hoisted upon a tall staff (from which the 
rebel flag had floated), amid the cheers of the 
crowd, and the band playing the Star-Spangled 
Banner and Yankee Doodle, and a spread-eagle 
speech from one of our members. At home this 
would be nothing, but in an enemy's country 
it is rare sport I can assure you. Our colonel 
sent a messenger from here to Gen, Lyon, and 
the regiment encamped in the open air, after 
having posted a strong picket about the town. 
We seized a sufficient number of teams to trans¬ 
port our baggage, and on Wednesday morning 
the regiment was formed, and we took up our ‘ 
line of march over the roughest and most 
crooked roads I ever travelled, for Booneville, 

distant forty miles. 

The day was extremely hot, the thermometer 
ranging from DO to 100 deg. and the roods very 
dusty. At eleven o'clock we halted for rest, 
and resumed the march again at Four* and en¬ 
camped at night at a village called “Bunker 
Hill,” some fifteen miles from Renick. Here 

we rolled up in our blankets and dropped on 

* 

the ground, and slept soundly until three o’¬ 
clock* when we were turned out, and at four 
were again on our way towards the Missouri 
River; arrived at Fayette* a very pretty town 
of some 3000 inhabitants at 10 o’clock, where 
we halted until four* when the command to 
march was given. At nine o'clock we were 
within three miles of the river, when we halted 
for the night, and were weary enough to drop 
asleep in otir tracks- This day we marched 29 
miles* and considering the heat* dust, and 
rough condition oi the roads* I think we done 
well for recruits* As the end of this day's 
march my feet were well blistered* and had it 
not been for the noble cause in which we wero 
engaged, I fear many would have remained 
behind* 


[ a 

as 

eir 


It was a fine fanning country through which 
we passed* and the crops of corn and wheat 
were looking finely; and in many instances, 
especially during the last few miles of our 
march* the darkies were busy in harvesting the 
last mentioned staple* The fruit crop, also 
promises well, if I can judge from that seen on 
the route. The last three miles we march 



-early On Friday morning* arming at the river 
opposite ^BjonTiile at 5 o'clock" where ire 
found two boats, the White Cloud and the 
Louisian a, awaiting to take us across the river* 
After getting our baggage* tents, &c« on board 
and stowing away ourselves, we cast off and 
tteamed across the most muddy, dirty river 1 
ever saw* We hauled up by the State Fair 
Crtmuds, a mile south of the city, where we 
found Gen, Lyon and Col* Frank P. Blair, with 
a force of about 2500 St- Louis troops quartered 
in the Fair Grounds and on three boats seized 
by Lyon for government purposes- As we 
neared them they greeted us with cheers which 
were returned with a good will by our regi¬ 
ment which has now probably advanced as far 
into the enemy's country as any yet enlisted, j 
Our company together with live or six others I 
■arc for the present quartered on the steamer, 
City of Lousiana, 

Col, Blair with GOO of his troops leit to go 
d iwa the river yesterday afternoon. I sup- 
pose lie has gone to St. Louis on his wav to 
Washington, to take his seat in Congress on 
the 4 ;h pros. We have this day received or¬ 
ders to draw seven days' rations, but for what 
I cannot tel), but something is in the wind, 
and those in authority do not mean to have it 
leak out. 

On Saturday the 15th inst., Col. Bates re- 
' raved a dispatch from Gen. Lyon, (St. Louis,) ! 
for him to proceed to Booneville with his 
force to aid in breaking up the Secession 
camp at this place, on the 17th inst, hut no 
.. .regiment relieving us on the Hannibal and St. j 
■Jo. it. JL, and it not being advisable to leave it 
unprotected, we were obliged to remain until : 
the 18th, when the 2d Iowa Begiment arrived ' 
and we immediately left for this place, but we j 
were too late for the fight, for Gen. Lyon had ! , 
arrived before and had bagged his game; but j i 
of this we were not aware until we arrived at | 

. Hemck. Some of the particulars I have foam- ' ' 
• ed from officers here who were engaged in the ! ! 
battle* and 1 will give them to you as I heard 

theim Gen. Lyon with a force of 1500 troops 
left St. Louis to surprise Gov. Jackson and his ' 
men whom he supposed to be at Jefferson City ' 
but having learned that he had seized two ’ 
boats (the White Cloud and Satan, now here ’ 
in possession of Gen. Lyon) and removed his ° 
force to this place where he had received reen- " 
forcemeats, he sent the above dispatch to our * 
Col., but upon learning how we were situated 
he decided to attack them with his command. J * 
He accordingly proceeded to this point where ” 
he placed a battery some three miles from the J 
Secession camp, and stationed 1000 of his men 
here. 500 he landed below here and marched 
them to engage the enemy, and while they 
drew the attention of the rebels, he commenced I 
firing shot and shell from a 64 pounder mount¬ 
ed on board the steamer Aug. He Dowell /now 1 
lymg alongside of us.) The first shell thrown 
f truck in the center of the camp, when Gov. J 
aekson got upon his horse and fled with his ■ 
whole force, 350o strong. i n great disorder,— 
lji. you started in pursuit and captured 200 
and killed between 80 and ICO of the rebels 
taking possession of the camp equipage, cloth¬ 
ing. guns and pistols and two sLv pounders now 
on board this boat. Of the federal troops two 
were killed, one missing and twenty wounded. 

The latter I visited at the hospital on Friday 
and then and there realized the horrors of war ! d<r 
The wounded were all Germans ; two had md, ? «. 
a leg amputated near the thigh, one had lost Iu< 
an arm, another was shot through the arm j mb 
an breast, nod could not long survive ; anoth- 
«r was shot in the neck, the ball passing out of anc 
Ins mouth, and strange to say, he was in excel- mei 
out spmts and himself gave mo an account of ! «d 
bis wounds : the others had flesh wounds and -a, 
will soon recover. From here Gov. Jackson aft 
mid some 2000 of his troop, fled to Lexington : 
but hearing that we were after him, the Gov- 1 
oroor has left that place and gone we know not 1 . T 
where-so that we are again chcat cd 0 f a fi-ht. - 

Sen. Lyon sent out o, e regiment the dav be- ' 

fore we arrived, with a battery of flying ’artil- 
lerj to capture Jackson, and they have not ret ; *** 
returned but are expected daily. Secession 
Lm I think received its death-blow i n this h * S 

' tate b - v ttie Prompt movements of Gen. Lvon mCS 
and L hardly think Gov. Jackson can again "T 
rally his men insufficient force to make a de - V" 
mded stand against us. We may see some ! ?“* 
^kirmishing but not many hard fought battle*. \ 

1113 but J*«»ce to say that the troops of Gov 
Jackson were very poorly armed and equipped, tb ™ 
many of them having nothing but knives— 1 
Bad they been allowed to reLin unmoved I 
liidil this time, the battle would have been : ” 
more disastrous, a, they had just received a lot I J * 

° “ r ‘ !ls frotn ^hamas, but they were not put *5“* 
together. These were seized by Gen. Lyon.- i *?* 1 
i.orae of our boys have just come from the bat- cIm ‘- a 
tic ground and they brought awav several arti- > ^ “ 
oies from there, among which are two Hinfo ! ™ “* 
muskets found under a log, probably hidden 1 ^ 1 
there by rebels |» their flight. Day before yes- j 7 " 
tuday eighteen dead bodies were found in a ' ^ 

wheat field adjoining the ground, and vaster- 
‘lay eight more were found. In some places ^ 
t.ie wheat is fairly mowed down by the grape \ “ WC 
fired by Gen. Lyon's 64 pounder. I might fill !* aS C1 
pages wi h incidents of the battle, but 1 think llllluei 
you Lave heard all you wish to. All mail i ne6S ’ * 
communication, or nearly all, is stopped at this 
iwmt, so that the only sure way of sending our AeV 
letters is by putting them aboard some govern- tl ° nal 

utent steamer and sending them to St. Louis._ “ ugat 

'N c get but very little news here, the latest re* ° n ^ 
ccived from the seat of war in the east, being 1° . C ? ga 
tbo. evacuation, of Harper's Ferry. I fabnc 1 

if ‘ „ our bil 

IIOJIACE Poole. 
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Fortress Monroe, June 19, *61. 

‘ - _ ♦ f - 

Pear Friends ;—I gladly received touts of 
the 16th. The 17th of June n*tsied off very 
quietly here, there not' being so much as a gun 
fired. But I s'’pp<5se th6y want to save their 

Our company were on picket- guard 
j all day and night. The garrison pickets are 

the walls—rpne half of the company 

guarding the ordinance department and the 
shore towards Sewall's Point: the other, the 

Si —. ■%- ^ . 

. ' 1 - * 

beach and shore towards-Hampton, to prevent 
spies from coming and boats landing. It was 
on this post that I was put, with thirty-on? 
men; the countersign was “Bunker Hilt/ * I 
suppose in honor of the day. But it is always 
the name of some battle, and the parole. that 

of a General wfib was in it. 

* 

The battle of Big Bethel waif a bad affair. 

~ w 

It is generally conceded that it was a blunder 
all through. The Bethels are both small vil¬ 
lages; one has got a large meeting-house, the- 
other a small one, so they'call one Big Bethel 
and the other Tittle- Bethel. Oharactenstic of 
the Old Dominion, and in faet of the whole of 
the slave States, they are about one hundred ’ 
years behind the times in everything. If at 

the battle of Big Bethel the order had been 
forward, instead of retreat, the victory would 
have been ours. There were 15 killed" and 45 
or 50 wounded. The wounded were brought 

in here, and I have for the first time seen the 
stern realities of w ar. There was one poor fel¬ 
low shot through the chest, and both arms 
gone, who has since died; another, shot in tKg 

thigh, died to-day. But enough of this, you 
will say. 

Our furniture is very simple,, consisting of a' 
table, two trunks, a bench (stuffed with straw), 
and a few dishes to eat out of. Our table was 
made by ourselves, out of-a drygoods 
with four pieces of wood nailed on for 
while the inside answers for a cupboard, 
bedding consists of straw, with mother eartl 
for a bed. Having given you an idea how w 
look, I will now close. 
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come in 



where I have been for the 

hours. The garrison was 

* 

two ago, in the shape of a 

mother and child are doing 
was the wife of one of the 


Friday , June 21, d861. 

the picket guan 
latt twenty 

a day < 
* 

0 Bo 









he coaid see. 




1 ^ 

inrirsiii 

% pHti 3t. 

’-#iUiKOg 

UHi 

ill^J 

i iiJiAJtlJlLr 






li >i i 11 

!rK 

1 ■ i a, C a ^ l< * 9 



tty 




^yTTtK?i 1 


‘ KL^i V - 

r^t gl iT^77W7 








~r~w 

^ • 

if 


ax 



pn 

-SO 

Q 

£TS 




1 «f 

77 

2 

53 

ra 

A? 












































igh and 


m 


ncr 


* 

in 





























































